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The Mumbai artist captures the unpredictability of

nature and the irony of life on her canvases
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Like most of Shukla’s other works, this untitled acrylic on canvas
represents the perennial cycle of life. This painting will be exhibited at
the Museumn Art Gallery, Mumbai in September 2009
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thoughts and
imaginaticn. Even
when she was a two-year-cld,

mundane and insignificant cbjects and

incidents caplured har vivid imagination.

The images from her childhaod are

atched in her memories and ane &

canstant source of inspiration for her.

Shukla's mother recognised her
leanings towards art and encowraged
har to pursue the creative field. As &
young girl of five, Shukla found herself
irnrneraed in the creative warld—art,
rausic and dance. “l used o spend
hours in absolute solitude drawing on
the floor and on the walls. Everything
around inspired ma. | couldn't wait to
capture tham in my paintings,” she
says. The desine to acquing the fine
nuances of art led her to pursue fing
art at Shantiniketan, Vistwabharati
Linivarsity, " At Shantiniketan, | leamt 1o
appreciate the intricacies of nature and
the exquisiteness of ar,.”

Her style of painting can be
described a3 Abstract Expressonsm—a
PaintingG maramient in which the artist
typically applies paant rapidhy = an
effart to show leelings and emations.,
Altheasgh, Shukla prefers to call her style
“independant and spontanecus " The
amist has held varous sclo and group
axhibitions in Mew Delhi, Kolkata and
Murmbed and s cumently working on har
next exhibition, which she plans to hold
in Septambear this yaar,

Heowevar, what inspires her maost
is the irorwy of life, “As a woman, 've
been through all estremes of emotional
existence—from unfathomable
happiness to unirmglnahlr_' sorroe |
ool that I'm capable of conguering all
emotional constraints, | sentify with the
immortal phoeniv,” expresses Shulkda,

Her paintings arg a not of colowrs,
exploning and emphasising the moods
of nature and complexities af the human
i,




